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Personal Statement by Matthew Hooton
1 September 2014
For Immediate Release
“This morning I made comments on Radio New Zealand’s Nine to Noon programme about an attempt by
staff in the Prime Minister’s Office to interfere in the appointment of my company, which, following a
government procurement process, was carrying out work for the Canterbury Earthquake Recovery
Authority (CERA)’s Christchurch Central Development Unit (CCDU) in July 2012,” Matthew Hooton
said.

“My company’s work with CCDU continued until mid 2013 and involved, among other things,
researching the knowledge of and interest in Christchurch by investors in Auckland, Australia and
beyond.

“I stand by all the statements I made on Nine to Noon including that the contact made by the Prime
Minister’s Office to CERA was outside the State Sector Act.

“I am very disappointed the prime minister has chosen not to get himself properly briefed on this matter
before making disparaging comments about me to the parliamentary press gallery.

“Despite all this, my support for the National Party is built deep into my DNA. As recently as last week I
participated in a fundraiser for the Parnell National Party and have allowed my daughter’s image to be
used on National Party campaign material.

"I will be voting National for the party vote and, as advised for the prime minister, for the Act Party
candidate in Epsom, David Seymour, and I hope National is able to form a government with its support
partners Act, UnitedFuture and the Maori Party.”

END
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