IN THE MATTER OF THE INQUIRIES ACT 2013
A Government Inquiry into:
Allegations regarding Hon Judith Collins and a former Director of the

Serious Fraud Office

Interview commenced: 13 October at 10.23 am ¢ .
Present: The Hon. L Chlshgkm( ) 2

Ms V Caseyl S
Mr Stefan Hemck
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o 1 '_;.'_;'.QQ;ES“T’IONS FROM THE HON L CHISHOLM:

: 5 Q.  Mr Herrick, first thank you very much for coming down to talk to us

today. Most of the questions will probably be asked by Victoria and |
might ask questions as they crop up. Are you aware of the terms of
reference for this inquiry, and of course we are only concerned about
matters that arise from those terms of reference.

10 A. Yes.

Q. At this stage | will just hand over to Victoria and she will take you

through various matters. Thank you very much.

A. | am happy to help the inquiry.
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QUESTIONS FROM MS CASEY:

Q.

o> 0 >0

There are three areas that | am going to cover with you this morning.
The first which we will start with in a minute is just who you are and the
roles that you've had. The second is to help the inquiry with an
explanation or a better understanding of the general practice of what
press secretaries do for ministers, how ministers relate to the media, et
cetera, and then in more detail about how Minister Collins operated
generally when you were her press secretary and then the third ar"e'a will

be talking about the events and the coverage regardmg Adam Feeley

back in October 2011. So that is the broad structure To start W|th canj-\ f)

we have your full name and your current roie please’?

Stefan Herrick, | am the senior manager external communlcatlons at
the ANZ Bank New Zealand. <\ 2 \- 9 N
Thank you and in 2011 you were Mlmster CO"II"IS"S press secretary’7

Yes : \-. \. - \\ \'-‘-_;‘-l I'I\'. ) '1--"
Could you outhne your expenﬁnce I thmk probably just very broadly
Ieadlng up to the (maudible 01 15: '12) since there?

" \_-My who!e work care\er‘?
_j'..“_-'Pretty much ‘
\ ""My hackgmund is in journalism. | started as a cadet reporter at the

_._;_-'-Soyt{ﬂ,a\nd Times in 1987. | worked at a succession of newspapers, the

: Wa:kato Times, the Dominion Post and the Evening Post. | moved into

b the world of public relations in 2002 when | moved to Singapore and

worked for Baldwin Boyle Shand, which is a New Zealand public
relations company in Singapore. On returning to New Zealand | worked
at the Dominion Post in Wellington for two years as a magazine editor.
My wife and | then did our Master’'s degrees so | took some time off and
my next full time role after that was in Minister Collins’ office.

You started there when?

December 2008, | think.

That was your first role in the Beehive?

Yes.

When did you leave that role?

b
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it was a political rote*"--
he DA\
" "'Just oheckmg whether | have understood what | have heard previously

It would be December 2011.

That is as she moved portfolios?

It was after the General Election, from memory about two weeks after.
You stayed in the state sector or back out to private?

No, my next role was at ANZ.

Can you talk a bit about the general role of press secretary in a
minister’s office?

A press secretary’s role is primarily to manage the_ qulsters

relationships with media and also to prepare Speeches, ;‘)ress releases

and from time to time to provide input on policy decnsqons A -; \

On policy or how they are implemented or annour\ced'% X o :

If 2 minister has before her a partlcuiar plece of’pollcy sﬁe WNL__ask the
press secretary how is this Ilkely tb be rec;ewed by the pubhc in the year.
So you might mput on that’? '_‘.I'r_,_f' ‘
Yes. \ )] TN :
Were you employed on the poilttcal s[de k)r on the ministerial side? Who

was. your Tm\e\of reportlng'?\
) "31 repdrted to the Minister, but | was employed by

e

tqrrectly was it also routine that you would be involved in weekly

"\b_rleflngs with the Prime Minister’s office?

No.

So what would your liaison be with the Prime Minister’s office?

It would be as issues arose. There was a meeting of all press
secretaries on Monday or Tuesday mornings, | can't remember which,
at which the activities of the week were discussed with everybody.

That was what | was trying to understand. So your role of managing
relationships with the media for the Minister, how did that work in
practice? Did all media enquiries come through you? What was the

sort of routine day-to-day?
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Most enquiries came through me. In politics there are always issues
coming and going and it was my job to act as the liaison between the
media and the Minister's office and how they respond to those issues.
So the enquiries that did not come direct to you, where would they be
going?

There were as far as | am aware very few of those. | worked hard to
make sure that there were very few of those. Occasionally reporters
would call the Minister directly, but that did not happen very often

| can probably guess the answer but you said you work_gd;—:],fiaf‘d_"‘t'g_j'r_'?n"a"ke

sure that there were very few. Why was that? ~_— "\ ) , |

It is good practice in my role as the medla management profess;onal fon"i"'
media enquiries to come through me. < \\ ' Tal s e
Does that also apply to the offlce contachng the medla? So would you
expect to be mvolved |n aIl contacts from the oﬁ‘uce to the medla’?

Were you awér'é"ilf'"th'é't:"\'/'v.as riaut‘i'hzé-)" that -j)bu were involved or were

there rou‘tlhe contacts outsrde your involvement at the time?

; .:;Most connectlons wsth the med|a happened through me, although | am
N\ _‘faWare that from tlme to time that is not possible and specifically | talk
20
.. _..\__f-.:_‘_"\@n ihose ‘occasions would you expect the Minister to tell you about the

about When a mmlster is out in her electorate, say on Fridays.

e___nqwry or copy you in or let you know that she had had contact with the

' media routinely?

Yes.

Now in terms of your dealings with the media, were there recognised,
understood protocols about what was “off the record” and what was “on
the record” or what was to be attributed or what was not to be
attributed?

In my role there is really no such thing as “off the record”. Off the record
can mean two things. It can mean don'’t report it at all or don’t attribute
that to somebody. | use it very, very sparingly.

So when we get in to that more detail about what happened in

October 2011 the example that | am thinking of is media reports that the
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Minister was “furious”. So that was not attributed to anybody. Actually |
probably should come back to that. | am asking out of order. By the
time | have finished the explanation we will be right at the end of the

process. | will come back to that.

QUESTIONS FROM THE HON L CHISHOLM:

Q.

>

_Prime. Mmlsters ofﬁce

S -".f-"_,_‘_‘whtlst I was\away

Could | clarify a couple of things? First who followed you as
Minister Collins press secretary. do you know? -

Rachel Bowie.

The other thing is when you were not available f,or ane reasen or oth'er

was there a deputy or someone who would step mto y0ur shoes?'-

No. Many offices had two press secrefarles We only had one\
If you were absent was there s\qu\o‘ther meth@d of e]ther receiving
enquiries by the Mlnlster S offlc\e or nﬁpartmg‘mf@rmahon’?

Anytime other thar] annuallleave there \'é'\f_;r\eally ho such thing as absent

in this jOb lfs a 24 hour a day sart of> day You're always available.
When I Was nn ieave a press secretary would be seconded from the

e

\ﬁoT .another office to manage media enquiries

IR TR )

"'-!_;Waé going to ask you whether the Minister texted media directly. So

what were her means of direct communication that you were aware of?
The Minister would usually tell me verbally if she had had any contact
with the media. In these situations it was usually face-to-face. She
would be out doing something and there would be a reporter there.

So my next topic is the Minister's contact with Cameron Slater. From
your memory of the time, did she talk to you about her contacts with
Cameron Slater as media or otherwise, or at all?

My perception of the relationship between Minister Collins and Mr Slater
was as friends. Any communications that she might have had with him

were not discussed with me.
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And that is consistent with the understanding that it was not a
relationship with media?

Sorry?

That when she was speaking to him she wasn’t speaking to the media?
It was more on the basis that Mr Slater was a friend rather than media.
Did you have any issue that there might be an overlap?

My advice to Minister Collins was to exercise caution when dealing with
anyone who might be regarded as media and that would-include

bloggers. AR

Was that advice given to her specifically relatlng to Cameron S[ater’?

It was given generally.

So not without mention of his name or W|th mentzon of his name«,‘

| recall that it was general adwce about ‘talklng te” anyoﬁe. ainstream

media, bloggers in general, or Came\'on ’\_. > W
| will take that as not menhonmg htm by n'ame lf you can recall.
| do not recall an lnccdent where he was meéntioned by name and | urged

cautlon There may well have been but | urged caution generally about

B .;;_talking to bioggers andfme‘dta without my involvement.

t-..sou’nds Ilke if am hearlng you correctly, that was not a one off piece of
N 'adV|ce but somethlng that you came back to a few times?
< Wh_eg _\,tl:te Minister had any involvement with media without me being

¢ '-I_".“-"'p:'_‘féSent | gave her that advice.

| QUESTIONS FROM THE HON L CHISHOLM:
Q.

This sort of advice arose from your experience or because something
had triggered it?

It is good practice for the Minister to involve the press secretary when
she is talking to the media either traditional media, or new media. |
have to give her that advice.

You expressed the fact that you weren't involved in her communications
with Mr Slater in fairly absolute terms. Looking back were there
exceptions to the approach that generally her communications were

direct with Mr Slater rather than through you?



A.  The Minister's communications with Mr Slater were to the best of my
recollection between her and Mr Slater and | was not involved.

Q. Would she mention that she had been chatting to Mr Slater on

occasions?
5 A Yes.
Q. Did he visit the office?
A. 1 recall him visiting the office once and | believe that is the only time |
have met him. b
Q. | want to understand more accurately the distinction,, 4f‘ There« ls.cme
10 between mainstream media and bloggers. Are you able to heip me’? .1'
A. | don't see that there is a lot of dlfference Both thterpret i

ter and”~

disseminate information. There |s seme dabate at the/ momJent"'about

whether bloggers do constf;me rhé\\ malnstream Mvedia or not.

Functionally | think there. are pretly much the same

15 Q. Interms of a mlruster d:scussmg matteYs th th’e mainstream media on

the one hand and blo’ggers on thE ot?;e“r db you see any distinction in
the approach that would beapprebﬂate’?

\\\\\\

P 12 -'_"_\chu mentloned a wmte ago that in relation to “off the record” there were
20,

onI_y a coupleof mstances and | hope | have understood what you were
saymg. \Where that might have applied. | got the impression that
N j_ -"“'-generally off the record was not a very good approach?

\GAY  No.

g Q. So the first question is, why was it not an appropriate or good approach,
25 and the second is the couple of incidences where in your experience it
had occurred were what type of situations? Just to give me a bit of a feel

or insight in to that.

>

Can you repeat the question?

Q. The first question is why, as you saw it, was it not a good approach for a
30 minister to be providing information, or indeed for you to be providing
information, off the record? Was it because it could eventually be a

pretty leaky sort of a sieve, and you can be pretty blunt here in




10

15

25

30

explaining the situation to me, | think, because it is important that |
understand this.

A.  The rule that | go by is that anything you say to the journalists you have
to be prepared for that washing up in print somewhere.

Q. Inreferring to a journalist you are including a blogger.

A. Yes. Although it is probably slightly different with bloggers because
journalists tend to talk to each other quite a lot. Bloggers tend to
operate by themselves. You described off record as a Ieaky $leve — if

you for example, and I'm not referring to any specmc case, here teﬂ a

reporter something off the record, it is possible and N\ my exper}enoe_\ -

has happened, that another journalist from. the séme organlsatlon WI||;""""'

come to you, or somebody else at another t1me, saylng Ahat They have

come across this information from somewhere So \f you dive them

information that is a good story they will flnd a way oT maklng a good

story. Sojustin 1erms of good PR praetsce you 40 not use off the record
unless you absolutely have to e\

Q. That perhaps neatly brlngs lt to thls questlon of the couple of instances

_.\-\you ve got in the baok of your mind. Without naming people can you

'3-.-?-;..,g:ve me a bif\of an 1dea as to the sorts of incidents that were involved?

\TF you could endeavour to answer that?

__.__‘..;;\-"-When s have used off the record?
" In talking about off the record | am talking generally. | have been

working in public relations for various years now. It will be an instance
where a reporter asks a question, this is the most likely application, you
don’'t want the information attributed to you or your employer. So you
will say to the journalist “Here is some information that might help you in
your enquiries, but | would appreciate that if it was not attributed to me.”

Q. Would it make any difference if the journalist was someone who you
believed would be discreet, could keep their mouth shut, and was a
personal friend, let's say?

A. | do not want to malign journalists, but that does not apply to many of

them. Journalists are there to get a story. In my experience you have



to be very specific about the information you give to journalists and you
have to assume that everything you give them on record and off will end

up in a story somewhere.

5 QUESTIONS FROM MS CASEY:
Q. So thinking back to when you were with Minister Collins were you aware

of the level of contact she had with Cameron Slater at that time and how

frequent it was?
No.

>

10 Q. From what you have said already it sounds Ilke VON would have

preferred to know what her contact was With hjm \gwren that h K\Was a

blogger?

A.  Yes | prefer to know about aII mrrnsters -,jc’ontacis wlth bloggers or any
other kind of media. __ \\_) IV AN
15 Q. Whatabout Iobbylsts‘? Were they anythzhg =tQ do W|th your role?
A. lam not qunte suﬁe what you mean by that,
Q. Lobby groups Ihat might be admcatmg for particular law reform for
< exampTe that mtght\Want ‘to ‘contact the Minister directly to engage her

< support

20 That nor‘n:]aliy WOuldnt come through me, it would go through the
M:_hister rs'senlor private secretary.

O

Who was that?

9(2)(a)
Q. | am going to run through a list of people none of whom will be a
25 surprise that you are being asked. Were you aware if the Minister had

contact with Cathy Odgers?

A. The Minister was aware of who Cathy was. Cathy came to visit the
office once, that | recall, but | do not recall if the Minister was there.

Q. You say the Minister was aware who Cathy was. How did you know

30 that?

A. Cathy had a blog and when there was commentary in the blogs, as with
the media, | made the Minister aware of it.

Q. Did you ever discussed Cathy Odgers with the Minister that you recall?
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No.

You said that Cathy came to the office once. What was that about?

I've known Cathy for a long time when | was at the Dominion Post she
was a blogger and at the time we were looking for fresh writing talent
and she was very good so | got her a regular column at the Dominion
Post.

So the visit to the office was to see you?

As best | recall, yes. | am pretty sure the Minister wasn’t thg_r,e-;iii't.yvas

probably a Friday. s

Were you in regular contact with Cathy Odgers over thrs perlod’?
My contact with Cathy is always pretty sporadro '_ _ AN\
Were you having contact with her at aII over this period other than that

visit?

I would have been.

Do you recall d;scusmng |$sues that wouid be of mterest to her as a

blogger over that penod’? Ve
NO ' l'. ",\ \‘g_‘ ...'I\" f \\ ' "

\__-_Nlore specn‘lcally the |Ssues relatlng to Adam Feeley?

""_'--Absolutely not, \

N\ 'Wereyou aware if the Minister had any contact with Carrick Graham?
ND you were not aware, or you were aware that she didn't?

" | was not aware.

Can | ask the same question relating to Mark Hotchin?

No, | was not aware of any contact.

QUESTIONS FROM THE HON L CHISHOLM:

Q.
A.

And Ms Anita Killeen?
I'm not aware of any contact with the Minister and Anita Killeen.

QUESTIONS FROM MS CASEY:

Q.

| suppose the follow up question to all those three names is, were you in

contact with them while you were press secretary for the Minister?
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No.

Turning now to the initial contact from the media regarding the
champagne incident with Adam Feeley.

Yes.

We are dating that back to Friday, 30 September 2011 and what | have
got here which | will show you and which may help spark your memory
is you were in contact with Adam Feeley. It looks as if he contacted you
directly. PR

He did. AQ

| just want to ask you some questions about that " So was

Adam Feeleys call to you the first time you we é._,‘aware of thls \1'

recall? ‘ AN
| do not recall whether thls was thé flrst I heard Qf e or whether it had
been in the med|a before II thlnk from Methcpry the reporter he is talking

to was the onerwh@mete the»stery_ A
Jared: Sé\?age E /:.__I::;_\\;_ '

-\_"So‘that may have’ been ’fhe flTSt | heard of it.

And Adam Feeley sent'you his proposed response to Jared Savage?

(\{euE 1o at about 655 pm that evening was, ° think you need {0 go

\your own advice on this, | would also suggest that you refer to the

States Services Commissioner”. What did you mean by | think you
need to get your own advice on this?

A letter such as this from someone in Mr Feeley's position was unusual
and it was the advice he was asking, it was inappropriate for the
Minister's office to be dispensing that advice.

Just to expand, why was it inappropriate?

It is not the role of the Minister’s office to be suggesting how someone of
Mr Feeley's position should be responding to these sorts of allegations.
Is that because there needed to be a distance or because the interests
weren't aligned?

| would say the main reason is political risk.

\"sdent"""‘
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QUESTIONS FROM THE HON L CHISHOLM:

Q.

<& them

As far as you can remember to what extent did the employment
relationship have any bearing on that? In other words, the employment
relationship between Mr Feeley and the State Services Commission?
Well as you can see from that Mr Rennie is Mr Feeley's employer. Why
it was referred to Mr Rennie is because the Government at that time
operated under a policy of “no surprises” and it was good process to do
so. D

The “no surprises” policy was conveyed to people in your posrtlen by

your Minister, Minister Collins or how did you know- that there was a ﬁo‘--\_'-._ K oy ¥

surprises” policy or had it been publicly announced by e

Prime Minister? | am not suggesting for a moment that a ne $urpnses
policy would be a surprise |n stself beoause |t tS understandable but

was that unique to this Government'?

| do not know | have nohworked in other governments but the “no
surprises’ pohoy m praotlce meant keeptng other ministers informed and

other. semor Government ofﬂolals informed of issues that might impact

'.' h
3 \

ﬂii-ouesnons FROM WS CASEY:
"0z

Just stepplng back to you said political risk was probably the main

S '“reason In blunt terms is that reflecting if Mr Feeley was in significant

" trouble you wanted to keep your minister clear of that or am missing the

nuances there?

That’s certainly part of it, but to provide advice to Mr Feeley on whether
this was an appropriate response would of course been discoverable
and regardless of what advice you gave it would be seen as
inappropriate for the Minister’s office to be giving him that advice.

In terms of the “no surprises” policy, that only, from my memory, you
have to have assess significance of an issue. You don’t refer everything
to everybody. So the fact that you immediately suggested a referral to
the State Services Commission, what does that say about how you

assess the significance of the issue as first contact point?
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A It was an issue that the media would take a lot of interest in.

Q. Why?

A. It had the elements of a good story.

Q At this stage had you had any contact with the Minister on this?

A | should probably clarify that the advice that | gave would have been
after consultation with others in the office, as would be normal practice
in a situation like this. Now | do not recall exactly who it was that gave

me that advice, but the three people | would normally cor‘rsult on

something like this would be the Minister, her SPS pr« h‘er Mln‘l,sters

10 political secretary.

Q.  So you would normally consult the Minister he"" "'Semorzprwate secretary"' =

and the political secretary on a call Ilke this? N Sl

Q. Do you recall which of them you 'managed fo' Speakf to on that Friday
15 evening? 3 \
A.  No. LG
Q. So do you re.fcaH dlscusémg 1h|s wnth the Minister at all over this initial

fpenoe:l fNot necess.\a\my ihat)nlght but —

; !f the Mlnlster wasnfaiready aware of this | would have bought it to her
5 attenhoh S
Gl DQ )(ou recall her response?
) -Ij'couldn t be specific about her response, no.
We have spoken to Fran O’'Sullivan who wrote an article referring to the
Minister “being furious” and she said that she did not speak to the
25 Minister directly but would have spoken to someone at the Minister's
office. Do you recall if that was you?
A. | do not recall ever describing the Minister's response as furious to
anybody.
Q. Thatis what | want to talk to you about because it seemed to be a very
30 specific word. How would you normally respond to media if they said
what is the Minister’s view on this?
A. Hypothetically | would use language like “disappointed” or possibly

“surprised”.



10

15

25

30

>

S

>0 » 0 »

>0 » 0 »

14

Just to expand that out again, why would you not use a phrase like
“furious”?

Unnecessarily emotive. Furious is a fairly strong word.

It is very strong. So if Ms O'Sullivan spoke to someone else in the office
would you routinely expect to be told about that contact?

Yes.

Were you told of such a contact around this time?

| don’t recall, no. A

So who of the media did you speak to around this time about thlsglssue’?

When an issue like this comes up you pretty much end up talklng to;_\_'\-_‘_\"-\

everybody. Everybody wants the story.

So the story first appeared the next morning on the Saturday mernlng
Herald so you would have spent Saturday on the phone or -

That is pretty likely, yes. ‘i. ) By
Did you have any partmular contact wrth Jared Savage’?
No. e N A\ W AN

You are not recalilng the deta;i

_I__\;_There were probably lots of them and | do not recall specifically talking
;i'-te .Jared Sa\{age no

»-":'Can you recall what your routine line to the media would have been at
____\_,_-"-the eariy Stages of this?

Y 'do not recall specifically, but if | were to do it now | would probably say

\ this is an employment matter or not comment because it would be a

matter between Mr Feeley and Mr Rennie.

QUESTIONS FROM THE HON L CHISHOLM:

Q.

You mentioned that you would have spoken to virtually everyone in the
media. Can you explain to me how that would have happened, the
process that you utilised or you think you would have utilised looking
back?

Events not the same as this, but events that generate a lot of media
interest were fairly common in that role at that time. What would

happen is that one reporter would get the story, all the others would



15

want to match it, so they would each call me to see if the Minister had a
comment to make.

And they would be telephoning into you probably or emailing you?
Phoning or email.

The report that the Minister was known to be furious written by
Fran O’Sullivan was on the 5™ of October and then as | recall it on the
20™ of October, Jock Anderson in the National Business Review said

words to a similar effect that she was furious. Were you involved'fih any

ongoing communications with the media over this Feeleys matter Sfwas S\

it you were approached, provided the information y0U\COLHd and then\.\;-i‘j: :.{_',':

%
N\

the matter as far as you were concerned moved can'?

My recollection of this one was that lt move‘d on pretty qulcldy\ O Thls is
on the eve of a General Electlen xthere 184:1 Iot of cher news ‘around. |

do not think this one was an ;SSUe Tor weeksk a!ﬁhough I suspect that

QUESTIQNS #ROM MS\C“ASEY‘:-"-‘

Q.
A
5 Q.
10
A.
15
20"

25
A
Q.
30 A
Q.

It went for about a\ week and then the following week there was a new

-"'/artlole abou{\ Mr Feeley distributing the Hubbard biography at the
A ChrlsthS party. Do you remember that?

-._Sofry what was that again?

So this one was about the champagne bottle. A week later was a story
that, the story was that he had given staff a copy of Mr Hubbard’s
biography as a joke present at a Christmas party. Do you recall?

Dimly.

Dimly. So was this a big issue in the Minister's office as it played out
that week? There was about eight to 10 media stories about it. How did
it rank in terms of importance of what was happening in the media?

| recall it wasn't one of the biggest media stories we have dealt with or
one of the most serious.

In your role as press secretary did it cause you any concern for the

Minister?
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What do you mean by that?

Was it a story that you were monitoring because of its potential adverse
effect?

| would be monitoring the story. | wouldn’t have thought this would have
had the potential impact badly on the Minister.

| have asked you questions before about did you have contact with the
Minister at this early time. Do you recall any contact with the Minister
about this story as it evolved around Adam Feeley right through td when
the State Services Commission reported back on their myest[gahqn’?
There definitely would have been discussion about |t Like i have sald 1t\.
was not one of the biggest or most senous stones fhat we. ha\d dealtf‘""
Do you recall anything of the Mlnister s at"tjtude towartis |f? I

My recollection of the MlnlstEr’s attltude ing general WGS dlsappomtment
which is why the furfeus comment puzzles me\semewhat

Just to expand out why dlsappomtment?

The way ‘that ¥t Was reported wOuid suggest lapse of judgement on

20 QuESTloNS FROM THE HON L CHISHOLM:

about some of Adam Feeley’s earlier statements to the media which had

Dld the Mmlster ever discuss with your as her press secretary her view

* attracted attention at the time?

| don’t recall specifically.

Perhaps to put it in a context for you, there is information that might
suggest that Adam Feeley was quite keen on the media and that the
Minister thought that there were dangers in that and had possibly
warned him, ‘just be a bit more careful in what you are saying to the
media”. Now does that trigger any memory on your part?

If she advised him of that, | certainly wasn't there.

And she did not consult you about it?

| think if the Minister felt strongly about Mr Feeley not talking to the

media she would have asked me to tell him not to talk to the media.
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Q. There is information that suggests that Minister Collins felt that
Mr Feeley should “show some restraint” are the words that are used,
and that having provided that advice it would not necessarily have been
a very welcome thing to find out that this champagne incident was

5 coming forward. Does that trigger memory on your part?
A.  No, like | say, if the Minister felt strongly about Adam’s statements to the
media | would think it would be normal practice for her to ask me to

have a chat to him and ask him to stop and | think that the q?g@tfijjagne

incident would be disappointing is the word that you usedqrrespectlve of

10 what had appeared in the media previously. W\

Q.  Getting back to trying to drill into her reactiar _a‘ "ttle i:)!t further you have”'

used the word disappointment. In a\varlaus-" spegtrum 0f possnble
reactions to the furious, and wﬁhou% }udgmg the appropnateness or
otherwise, do you have someu recollection that she was miffed or

15 something a bit mere\than dlsappomted? I "\ v

A.  No, dlsappomtmem\lsabout where I WGu{d put it.

Q. How dld you\gauge that\from wHai she said, what you say or in some

thar\fash{on from whai\ ynu can now recollect, which | can understand

-"_\iS fiot aIl thqt\easy B
20 ~AN"
\about this matter. None of them left an impression on me that she was

As bestul rer:a[l it would be from any conversations | had subsequently

: '-einythmg other than disappointed.
Q Was your impression that she was a reasonably black and white
5 person?

25 A. Thatis a very hard question to answer and | do not want to sort of be
pejorative by answering it one way or the other to be honest. It depends
on the person, it depends on how she behaved politically, it depended
on the circumstances.

Q. But you knew her well as a person. If she was disappointed she would

30 say so | would presume. She was not the sort of person to skirt around,
she would rather come out and say “| am disappointed”?

A. Yes. | think if she had been furious it would have left an impression on

me that she was furious and it hasn’t.
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The matter that we are struggling with is that we have got information at
the moment that suggests the word furious was not a creation of the
media, but rather was a word used by someone else. Victoria has
asked you, if it was not something that you had said, then who else
might it have been within the office. | think you have probably already
answered that. The other thing is that so far the media have — well
Fran O’Sullivan has indicated, “Well | didn’t talk to the Minister”.

The Minister had a very strong public persona. Given that, | think' ':there

would be an expectation from the media that she would be furlole ‘In

reality, as best | recall in my communications Wlth her |t did not IeaVQ---\

the impression on me that she was furious. 8 X o

Are you pretty confident that you d|d not use that word’? \

| didn’t use that word. -~ _’ L% I

But would it have been Ilkely that there would have been some question
from the media ‘\Nen how has the Mlmster taken this?"

While | don t recali specn“cal[y her reactlon the word | would feel | most
Ilkely woulci uae there would bre dlsappomted

___‘\,_\-But it stnkes me as bemg usual that the media would have probably said
s :-'Well how is"the Mmls‘cer what is the Minister's reaction to this?” and
ii‘"'that is the way you would expect that it probably evolved at the time.

Yes }t may well be that there is some licence between disappointed
< "and funous given the strength of the Minister's character and what the

" media would be expecting her to feel.

QUESTIONS FROM MS CASEY:

Q.

It just occurred to me as a follow up on that because you would have
been monitoring it you would have seen the reference to furious when
Fran O'Sullivan wrote about it a few days later. Would you do anything
about that?

| don't recall reading that, so it is very hard for me to say.

The other one that we do need to ask you about is the email that

brought this inquiry in to being refers to the Minister as “gunning for
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Adam Feeley”. Is that an impression that you got from talking to the

Minister?
A.  When the allegations came out that led to the inquiry my reaction was
one of surprise. My recollection of relationships between the office and
5 Adam were very good. This champagne issue notwithstanding, my
impression was that the Minister thought Adam was doing a good job
and when he left to go to his new job at Queenstown Lakes District

Council my impression was very much that he left on good te[__r\ns._'l_-_--"i.\__.

Q. What are you getting both of those impressions from? (.

10 A. | satin on meetings, the regular fortnightly brleflngs W|th the SFO Wthh

is usually Mr Feeley with the Minister. | thought the Minlster was happy"

with how he was doing.

Q.  Could you describe the level of¢ cor?tact you had Wlih\_\‘ e Mlmster day—to-
day? So you sat in on brieﬂngs with all her chlef exeeutlves the regular

15 briefings? - R\
A.  Yes. | \ A~ O\

Q. You tell me the reasons 1why lt was structured that way and what other

_ ._;z'contact you had wﬂh hea*‘? g
. :_f‘l \}verked very closely\ W|th the Minister. Her door was three doors down.
» \c:'-.\When1 Was on duty any time of the day. As part of the press secretary’s

She was always available to talk about things. | was in contact with her
\© -""-fole we sit in on the weekly briefings with her departmental heads.

.. QUESTIONS FROM THE HON L CHISHOLM:
25 Q. Who else would sit in — her private secretary?
A.  Her senior private secretary and her political secretary.
Q. And her press secretary, you? We are still on that aspect. There were
fortnightly meetings with the Minister, and before this champagne bottle
incident and a week later the Hubbard matter came to light, there was a
30 good relationship and rapport between the Minister and Adam Feeley.
A. Asbestlrecall, yes.
Q. Now after this had come to the media’s attention there had been public

statements from Adam Feeley, as | recall it, that understandably there
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was a period, and | will just see if | can find his words. “No one would
believe me if | said it was not a little bit tense for a period. That was
following the incident but overall no different to any other Minister”. Do
you have recollections of a little bit of a tension after these incidents
came to the media attention?

| know after this happened as would be appropriate Mr Feeley was
called in and there was a meeting between him and the Minister.

You were present? R
No, | think only My Feeley and the Minister were at that: meetlng and

that might be what he referred to. Overall | did not detect a great deal of

tension towards Mr Feeley.

Rather disappointment.

There was disappointment, but as\ l thrnk i mentloned eariler onl this was
as | best recall this blew over very qmckly '_ :

Did the Minister happen to talk to you about the meetlng she had had
with Adam F;aeley‘? e S\e

No, she dld nclt dlscuss that AN

._—You mentloned your understandlng that Adam Feeley had resigned of
_'.'htS oWn vohtaon Had you talked to the Minister about his resignation?
No N

Afterhehad resigned were there any discussions between you and the

. :"Mi’ni':s'tér about what had happened previously?

~ Not that | recall, no.

QUESTIONS FROM MS CASEY:

Q.

o

Were there any discussions with the Minister or anybody else in the
office about where this series of media events was coming from, why
someone had raised the champagne issue at that point, what was going
on? Was there any discussion of where it was coming from?

No.

Not curiosity. Where is this coming from out of nowhere?

My assumption was that Adam had enemies in his office.
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QUESTIONS FROM THE HON L CHISHOLM
Q. And that was an assumption on your part from what you had read or

from what you had heard or a bit of both?

>

Mostly from what | read.
5 Q. And the source of what you had read. Was it media or public
correspondence?

A.  Looking at the stories you would draw the conclusion, how did the
media get this information? Someone obviously had to g|ve 1t~te them
and that was my assumption as to where it would have come from. :

10 v\

QUESTIONS FROM MS CASEY:

\\\\\\

very soon after the first artlcles app‘earea?
A | do remember that. "‘\. “; I S 2SS
Q. Do you have any,kﬁbwledge of how thai got\m the med|a’?

A.  No. (C2\ oY \\ : -\; N

Q It wasn t\throufgh you o @s far\as y0u know the Minister’s office?
A | 2 5!

15

& '{:'Gomg rlght back to this |n|t|al email on the evening of the 30 September
-"""you themccmtacted lain Rennie directly. Was that on your own
..-.-;"-\.‘imtlatfve?

No ‘that would have been on the advice of others in the office as

_ mentioned earlier.
Q. To refer it to the Commissioner would that have been the advice of the
25 Minister directly or somebody else? That is a reasonably significant
step | would think.

A. | can't say specifically who gave me that advice directly, whether it was
the Minister, her SPS or her political secretary but | would expect that
the Minister probably had a say in that.

30 Q. That was my next question. If it came from her SPS or political
secretary would that be on behalf of the Minister?

A.  Yes that would normally be the case. | can’t say equivocally that it was

but normally it would be.



10

15

25

30

22

QUESTIONS FROM THE HON L CHISHOLM:

Q.

A

Mr Herrick, still on that day just to try and get the sequence of events a
little clearer in my mind, we know that Adam Feeley came to you,
judging from emails early evening and you had referred the matter to the
State Services Commissioner. There are also indications that the
Herald had extended its enquiries about Adam Feeley to the Minister’s
office that same day. Do you have any recollection about the media
coming in and seeking information on this perhaps around the same

time as you were getting this information from Adam Feeiey or at a fater

point? _ G LNS S L'_ ‘___ f.
So you are saying that there were earlier enqmrles frtam the Herafd qn--

this matter? SO\ \ 22 (C | N\ > ;

Indications are that there were enquirles of the He(a!d\to the Mlnlsters
office, and given the pomt that we have reached rn our mqunry these are
all bits of mformatuan we haven t reached any views on at the moment.
What | can eay is that the M:n[ster has said, and this might only be a

recollectlon that on Frlday 30 September 2011 my office was contacted

by Jared Savage and advreed that Mr Feeley had celebrated the laying
""'_."-jef crimmal charges arbund Rod Petricevic with a drinks function, et
___..__-_'\from the Herald, and other interviews we've conducted so far tend to

"cetera So that Jed me to think that there might have been direct contact

‘mdlcate that that might have been the case.
Vot may well have been. Like | have said, | do not remember what my

level of knowledge of this was before that particular email came in. |
can’t remember.

As far as you can recall the trigger for referring it to the State Services
Commissioner was Adam Feeley’s contact with you.

Yes.

QUESTIONS FROM MS CASEY:

Q.

Is there anything else that you think from your experience in the

Minister’s office that might be helpful for the inquiry to know about?
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A.  No, like | say my reaction to the claims that were made that precipitated

this inquiry were ones of surprise.

QUESTIONS FROM THE HON L CHISHOLM:
5 Q. And that relates to the suggested undermining of Mr Feeley by the

Minister?

>

Yes.
Q. What about the suggested disclosure of information to Mr Slater by the

Minister about Mr Feeley and the SFO. Does that come as an equal

10 surprise? ST ) :

A. | am not aware of what information was dlsclosed | was not privy to the.'""'.:"'

Minister's communications or any communlcanons the MIhlStér ﬁﬁlght

have had with Mr Slater. Looqug °al th\s_.;USt from the pOSztron | would

be - a campaign to undermlne Mr Feeley on the eve of a

15 General Election wou[d seem to be to be p(}htlcally very risky and

somethlng that y0u w;s:uId av;ald" The bther thought that comes to my

mlnd iS that n‘ The Mmlster was waﬂtmg to undermine Mr Feeley, | would

¢ have theught she would have had somebody in mind that she wanted to

C .;replace him but the role was babysitted by Simon McArley for some
20 A\ 'tllme after that

The terrﬁs of reference in relation to the provision of information require

---"-the '|an|ry to report on whether Ms Collins provided information about
Mr Feeley during his tenure as Director of the Serious Fraud Office, to
Cameron Slater or any other party who did not have a proper
25 entitlement to receive such information. So that was the aspect that |
was asking whether you were surprised about, as well in terms of the
allegation?
A.  Yes.
Q. Well, | think we have completed.
30
INTERVIEW CONCLUDES



