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Clashing: Rod Drury, left and Whale QOil founder Cameron Slater.

Rodney Hide has confirmed he was probably behind a series of Whaleoil posts
attacking Xero that led Rod Drury to suspend advertising on the controversial blog.

In response to the latest in a series of Whaleoil posts critical of Xero, Drury said
had cut advertising spending on the site over what he claimed was a campaign
being steered by Hide.

READ MORE:
e Why Xero's different from the billion dollar unicorns
e Xero aims to double revenue to $200m

"I've been a long time reader of Whaleoil and we even used to advertise here as
we like to support the sunlight of good challenging discussions. (I turned that off
yesterday after your misguided Hide campaign and it now appears to be open
season on us.)"

Whaleoil, run by Cameron Slater,
was at the centre of last years'
Dirty Politics scandal triggered by lM
Nicky Hager's book of the same
name.
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revealed close links between
Slater and senior figures in

government.
IBM pulls ad playing up
. d“ - ender stereotypes
Further material to emerge from - g yP
the scandal appeared to show
Slater was regularly paid to attack the rivals of his clients in blogposts.
Screaming girl drives
In recent weeks Whaleoil has published a series of posts attacking Xero over the viewer mad
treatment of Christchurch woman Kristina Buxton who claimed the company had
unfairly handed over private information to the Official Assignee.
'NZ dairy contaminated
. . with cruelty’
Despite Xero being an apparently successful company (even though
they have never made a profit) they are known to always have their
hand out looking for more government money, in exchange for ILove Ugly tries to do u-
turn, fails

creating jobs.
- Cameron Slater

Nehe Milner-Skudder: '

Buxton is the partner of bankrupt Christchurch businessman David Henderson, a still pinch myself

colourful developer whose battles with IRD were turned into the movie We're Here
to Help and who was convicted in September of seven charges of not paying taxes
totalling around $163,000.
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Buxton served as a director and trustee on many Henderson-linked entities.
Former ACT leader Hide has been a long-time advocate for Henderson, including
recently championing Buxton's complaints about the company.

Asked if he was behind Whaleoil's sudden interest in writing about Xero, Hide said:
"I suppose | am."

THAMES

Thames-Coromandel

Hide said there was no organised campaign as such, but he had raised Buxton's
complaints in a column in the National Business Review which Slater had taken an
interest in and linked to and followed up on.

" i i ! i i (PlaceMakers) uplifted 4 year right of (@)
We have corresponded on this point. And of course he's quite hot on issues of (Placelakers) Lpiited 4 year nantof JLL
access to personal data. He emailed me to say 'l know what that's like,"" he said.

Slater did not answer phone calls or emails about Drury's claims, but responded on
Twitter to questions with a crude depiction of a raised middle finger.

> * Free 6"x4" photo with Santa instore
"Another misleading and anti-Slater attack from [the Herald] designed to try an ‘ 11am-2pm every Saturday & Sunday

Special Offers

. . . before Christmas Day!
affect [sic] competitors," Slater said.

» Air NZ is bringing you more deals
Xero's chief executive Victoria Crone has also been a target of the recent Whaleoil v every day
article, and has been mulling a run at the Auckland mayoralty. * so why not check out what's on offer?

Whaleoil has long taken a partisan interest in Auckland local body politics, having
earlier been the main outlet in 2013 for extensive and lurid reporting on mayor Len Trending Articles
Brown's extramarital affair. . e

In the post that triggered Drury's push-back, Slater had accused Xero of being a
"corporate bludger".

86
Drury said this criticism was unfair. \ A,
"Of course that we are investing for growth and therefore making a loss and makes Winning flag designer: 'My jaw dropped’
us an easy target but we are open about that and confident we are creating value,"
he said.
32
"So do you really think its warranted to beat up on a team that are working really
hard and creating opportunities for thousands of people?"
0
- NZ Herald Buried in the backyard - did this Kiwi Kkill

her husband?
Matt Nippert

Get the news delivered straight to your inbox

Receive the day’s news, sport and entertainment in our daily email newsletter

m Live: Black Caps v Sri Lanka

Herald Services

Book your ad Driven Photos for sale True Commercial Death Notices Public Notices
Classified —— %-(".‘:‘v‘
e e —— T T

R B v B T pm—
R Dk 7 ——

BEms RIS woe 55 e

Our Regional News Stories

dvocate Hawke’s Bay TODAY Bay of Plenty Times

Bid to get dog back home E" e Man found guilty of murder

fails 4 = Hiakita (George) Eruera has
The festive season has always The owner of a dog involved in T ; B today been found guilty of the

given vivacious Debbie Leismann two separate maulings at murder of 19-year-old Takena...
one more reason to celebrate... Whirinaki Beach has lost her...

&

£l TRUECOMMERCIAL

White Chocolate Truffles ~www» RECENT DEALS for
Recipe . December 12

These truffles are decadent, True Commercial's recent deals
sweet, fruity and nutty. for December 12

DRI\VEN

| 8 B = Win for i3 could charge up
5. ! 1l sales

N, .4 BMW!'s EV leads the way for the
= future of green driving

. o You = . .
n Facebook u Twitter :] Google+ el Youtube g Instagram RSS @ Email l!l Mobile

Contact the site Advertising Other Search
Contact the newsroom - newspaper  Advertise with NZME. Photo sales

Contact the newsroom - digital Print advertising Subscriber services

Send pics, video and tips Online Promotions

Help & Support Classified advertising Sponsorship

Feedback About us

Our publications

Privacy Policy Terms of Use View on our: Mobile Site
© Copyright 2015, NZME. Publishing Limited Assembled by: (static) on production apcf05 at 12 Dec 2015 14:20:42 Processing Time: 64ms


http://sponsored.nzherald.co.nz/spark2025
http://dynamic.nzherald.co.nz/feedback/author/index.cfm?a_id=644
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/matt-nippert/news/headlines.cfm?a_id=644
https://www.nzx.com/
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11542064
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11485220
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/account/profile/?tab=newsletters
http://data.apn.co.nz/apnnz/adclick/FCID=102525/SITE=NZH/NW=NZMEP/AREA=SEC.BUSINESS.STY/CHA=BUSINESS/SS=BUSINESS/SIZE=SPECIALOFFER/random=78010110/viewid=35688917/SLOT=1
http://data.apn.co.nz/apnnz/adclick/FCID=105621/SITE=NZH/NW=NZMEP/AREA=SEC.BUSINESS.STY/CHA=BUSINESS/SS=BUSINESS/SIZE=SPECIALOFFER/random=78010110/viewid=35688917/SLOT=2
http://data.apn.co.nz/apnnz/adclick/FCID=105621/SITE=NZH/NW=NZMEP/AREA=SEC.BUSINESS.STY/CHA=BUSINESS/SS=BUSINESS/SIZE=SPECIALOFFER/random=78010110/viewid=35688917/SLOT=2
http://api.apnmarketplace.co.nz/content/ads/true-commercial#
http://truecommercial.nzherald.co.nz/properties-for-sale/listing/1bktzh3
http://api.apnmarketplace.co.nz/content/ads/true-commercial#
http://data.apn.co.nz/apnnz/adclick/FCID=99418/SITE=NZH/NW=NZMEP/AREA=SEC.BUSINESS.STY/CHA=BUSINESS/SS=BUSINESS/S1=ADVERTISING/S2=NONE/S3=NONE/S4=NONE/S5=NONE/HB=LIFESTYLE.BUSINESS.BUSINESS.BUSINESS.BUSINESS/SCW=1920/SCH=1200/WLOC=none/WH=24/WL=17/WC=few_showers/VT=NONE/VV=NONE/VP=NONE/SEGMENT=light//UT=0/size=native/SA=7/LO=ARTICLEH1/random=1662110679/viewid=26355995005/KEYWORD=xero+boss+withdraws+advertising+whaleoil+advertisingxero+rodney+hide+confirmed+probably+series+posts+attacking+led+rod+drury+suspend+controversial+blog+response+latest+critical+cut+spending+site+claimed+campaign+steered+read
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1503450
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/hawkes-bay-today/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1503462
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/bay-of-plenty-times/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1503343
http://www.driven.co.nz/?ref=nzh_networkfooter
http://www.viva.co.nz/?ref=nzh_networkfooter
http://truecommercial.nzherald.co.nz/?ref=nzh_networkfooter
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/
http://www.facebook.com/nzherald.co.nz
http://www.twitter.com/nzherald
https://plus.google.com/114126396362423144855/posts
http://www.youtube.com/nzheraldtv
http://instagram.com/nzherald
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/rss
https://nzherald.custhelp.com/app/ask
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/?objectid=10542218
https://nzherald.custhelp.com/app/ask/c/13,39
https://nzherald.custhelp.com/app/ask/c/13,40
https://nzherald.custhelp.com/app/ask/c/13,38
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/account/help/
https://nzherald.custhelp.com/app/ask/c/33
http://advertising.nzme.co.nz/?ref=nzh_footer
http://advertising.nzme.co.nz/news/the-new-zealand-herald/audience-profile/?channel=newspaper&ref=nzh_footer
http://advertising.nzme.co.nz/news/the-new-zealand-herald/audience-profile/?channel=digital&ref=nzh_footer
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/classifieds/
http://newspix.nzherald.co.nz/?ref=nzh_footer
http://subscriptions.nzherald.co.nz/
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/promotions/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=500848
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/sponsorship/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1500909
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/promotions/news/article.cfm?c_id=500848&objectid=10542434#about-us
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/site-information-help/news/article.cfm?c_id=500827&objectid=10414299
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=500827&objectid=10425860
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=500827&objectid=10345207
http://m.nzherald.co.nz/
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/classifieds/
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=3
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/small-business-sme/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=85
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business-around-new-zealand/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1503701
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/economy/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=34
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/industry/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1503620
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/property/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=8
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/personal-finance/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=12
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/work-life/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1503622
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/best-of-business-analysis/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1501241
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/deloitte-top-200-awards/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1503725
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business-toolbox/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1503623
http://data.apn.co.nz/apnnz/adclick/FCID=104907/SITE=NZH/NW=NZMEP/AREA=SEC.BUSINESS.STY/CHA=BUSINESS/SS=BUSINESS/S1=ADVERTISING/S2=NONE/S3=NONE/S4=NONE/S5=NONE/HB=LIFESTYLE.BUSINESS.BUSINESS.BUSINESS.BUSINESS/SCW=1920/SCH=1200/WLOC=none/WH=24/WL=17/WC=few_showers/VT=NONE/VV=NONE/VP=NONE/SEGMENT=light//UT=0/CID=3/size=RECTANGLE/SA=7/SR=0/POS=2/VA=NO/random=1483293048/viewid=26355995005/KEYWORD=xero+boss+withdraws+advertising+whaleoil+advertisingxero+rodney+hide+confirmed+probably+series+posts+attacking+led+rod+drury+suspend+controversial+blog+response+latest+critical+cut+spending+site+claimed+campaign+steered+read
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11559864
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11559889
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11560111
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11559888
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11559856
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11559798
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11559804
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11559839
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11560118
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11559906
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business-toolbox/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1503623&page=currency
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business-toolbox/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1503623&page=currency
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/advertising/news/article.cfm?c_id=111&objectid=11557643
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/advertising/news/article.cfm?c_id=111&objectid=11556893
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/advertising/news/article.cfm?c_id=111&objectid=11556789
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/advertising/news/article.cfm?c_id=111&objectid=11555715
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/sport/news/video.cfm?c_id=1503077&gal_cid=1503077&gallery_id=156507
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=11559764
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/world/news/article.cfm?c_id=2&objectid=11560157
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/sport/news/article.cfm?c_id=4&objectid=11559540
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/bookyourad
http://www.driven.co.nz/?ref=NZHServices
http://newspix.nzherald.co.nz/?ref=nzh_services
http://truecommercial.nzherald.co.nz/?ref=NZH_services
http://notices.nzherald.co.nz/obituaries/nzherald-nz/
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/classifieds/
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/article.cfm?c_id=1503450&objectid=11559853
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/article.cfm?c_id=1503450&objectid=11559853
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/hawkes-bay-today/news/article.cfm?c_id=1503462&objectid=11560108
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/hawkes-bay-today/news/article.cfm?c_id=1503462&objectid=11560108
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/bay-of-plenty-times/news/article.cfm?c_id=1503343&objectid=11560164
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/bay-of-plenty-times/news/article.cfm?c_id=1503343&objectid=11560164
http://www.driven.co.nz/news/news/win-for-i3-could-charge-up-sales/?ref=nzh_networkfooter
http://www.driven.co.nz/news/news/win-for-i3-could-charge-up-sales/?ref=nzh_networkfooter
http://www.viva.co.nz/article/food-drink/white-chocolate-truffles-recipe/?ref=nzhbox?ref=nzh_networkfooter
http://www.viva.co.nz/article/food-drink/white-chocolate-truffles-recipe/?ref=nzhbox?ref=nzh_networkfooter
http://truecommercial.nzherald.co.nz/insights/sold-leased/recent-deals-for-december-12/?ref=nzh_networkfooter
http://truecommercial.nzherald.co.nz/insights/sold-leased/recent-deals-for-december-12/?ref=nzh_networkfooter
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/advertising/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=111
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/xero/news/headlines.cfm?o_id=600646
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/auckland/weather/index.cfm?c_id=10&mapid=3&placeid=12
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/account/subscription/?page=selectPackage
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/account/help/
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11559030#
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11559030#
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11559030#
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/infographics/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1503250
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=3
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/technology/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=5
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/world/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=2
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/sport/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=4
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1501119
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/lifestyle/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=6
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/travel/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=7
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/motoring/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=9
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/property/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=8
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/classifieds/?ref=nzhnav

