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Transcript

Station:  NEWSTALK ZB (AUCKLAND) Date: 01/09/2014
Program: DRIVE Time: 04:08 PM

Compere: LARRY WILLIAMS Summary ID:W00058674214

Item: NATIONAL MP JUDITH COLLINS HAS RESIGNED FROM HER
CABINET PORTFOLIOS AFTER HACKED EMAILS FROM WHALE OIL
BLOGGER CAMERON SLATER SUGGEST SHE WAS INVOLVED IN A
CAMPAIGN TO UNDERMINE THE SERIOUS FRAUD OFFICE [CONT]

INTERVIEWEES: CAMERON SLATER, BLOGGER WHALE @IL

Audience: Male 16+ Femaie 15+ All pE,Qp\]{}‘e \ .

LARRY WILLIAMS Welcome into The Cauldron on this Monday. We
have Iess than three weeks to the election and it's a dirty. murky
campalgn dommated by hacked emails, with allegations the Government
has’ been involved in” not only leaks, but corruption. Over the weekend,
Juchth Coi(sns reslgned after emails suggested she was invoived in some

- __-sort of campa|gn to undermine the Serious Fraud Office. At this point,

._nbne of the allegations have been sheeted home, have been
substantiated. The Prime Minister claims that they are a left-wing smear
campaign. There are now inquiries, or there's going to be inquiries, all
over the place and I just hear that Labour is complaining, or making a
complaint, to the police.

Tonight on The Cauldron to debate all these issue and some policies
and the polls and all that sort of stuff, Barry Soper and Josie Pagani. First,
Cameron Slater, one of our regulfar panelists, but the fact that Cameron is
now a central figure in many of the allegations, Cam is standing aside
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from The Cauldron today, but he's with me to discuss the dramatic events
across the weekend and then we will get comment from Josie and Barry
and Cameron Slater from Whale Oil is with me.

Cameron, good evening to you sir.
CAMERON SLATER: Good evening Larry.

LARRY WILLIAMS: Alright, Cameron, so Judith Collins has .been
purged. Ms Collins denies the allegations, she calls for an mqun‘? hers“elf I
want to know this: did you receive any inside mformaﬂdn f?om Judlth i

= \\ p \5 ™~

Collins on the SFO? A< ;- \ ‘-. RS
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LAR&Y WILLIAMS Did you pass on any information to Collins about C

CAMERON SLATER: What I did was discuss with her on where the
media was going with the ensuing public fiasco around Adam Feeley and
his - and the stolen bottle of wine that he celebrated with his staff. I knew
what the Herald was going to publish, I knew what NBR was going to
publish and I knew what other journalists were going to publish and 1
simply passed that on. There's nothing untoward about that and the
suggestion from members of the Opposition, from media harpies that are



out there, that people in positions should become sort of hermetic monks
and not actually speak to anybody is just ridiculous.

LARRY WILLIAMS: Why did you say Collins was gunning for SFO boss
Adam Feeley then?

CAMERON SLATER: Well 1 got the feeling that she was quite cross

with the fact that Mr Feeley was in the media all the time and that this

bottle of wine issue had come up. Me saying gunning for - it's probably a

wrong term - turn of phrase, but 1 could imagine that mlmsters wmuld be\ ((
angry when chief executives are constantly in the medla rather\than donng'.f;-.'ﬁ:j /

work. P a2 ~XX
LARRY WILLIAMS: S0 you embellhed th emai, ighin =
CAMERON SLATER: Yes\I dld,l ' AN 2
LARRY WILLIAMS' / .J.SQ,.-_i.t'.waSI that B S was :t? All B.S.?

\_ .,

(L ]1
CAMERON SLATER.,.-.';"—NO, not \atgall Not at all - there's no way that it

was B.S. but iet' rde teil you\abaut discussions with Judith Collins, they are
generally one way discussscms You talk, she listens. That's about it.

I|I \ '> J \'

LARRY WI{J_IAMSL. " You had Collins' ear, right?

: _CAMERON SLATER [Indistinct] information that comes back the other
G "'--.yqay-.

LARRY WILLIAMS: So you had Collins' ear, obviously, because you
are friendly with Collins.

CAMERON SLATER: We're friends. She rung me constantly during the
passing of my mother and the quite hard that ensued with that. She
visited Mum and talked with me through all of those sorts of things...

LARRY WILLIAMS: Right.

CAMERON SLATER: She's a very good friend and friends talk.

N ¥



LARRY WILLIAMS: So when you talked about the SFO then, you -
what did you say, you said, I've got some information on Feeley; and
what did she say? She said well, feel free to pass it on; what happened?

CAMERON SLATER: Well we had a discussion and I said this is what
Jared Savage is going to run, this is what other people are going to run,
this is what Matt Nippert's going to run. These journalists who are all
sanctimoniously peinting their finger at me for daring to communicate
with people all shamelessly used me for the last nine years tos egther put
their stories up, confirm their stories or in fact, in some f(nstarkés wm'

awards at Canon Media Awards off of the ba_ck\ccr') Ehe s}orles thaf: I_.‘.‘J'_f}.

packaged up and gave them. It's really qu1t,e hyppcrlt:eal of j:hem\‘t: \ O
\ \ \ _.: ‘. \ l'\ \ ] ‘._‘ .

all of a sudden get all high and Wthy\and rlde th\at hOrse for all it's

WOI’th 28 ___‘_.. "\.\‘.\‘_,. /J 5 I'\ \ \ '| I'.
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LARRY WILLIAMS: -'Alnght fWe ll \Come\ \back in just a moment.

Cameron Slater ?wth me, New§taﬁ<\ZB) t’é now 14 past four.
- . \.\ '-\‘\I (
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Newstalk ZB — Mike Hosking with Adam Feeley
1 September 2014

http://www.newstalkzb.co.nz/auckiand/election/ondemand/18050420-mhb---adam-feeley--
alleged-smear-campaign-against-him

Were you aware that Hotchin and all of those guys were out to get you?

m... lock it's easy to be wise after the event. | would say that | was always puzzled about
the intensity about the various smear campaigns generally about me and the SFO. But to be
honest, how coordinated was it? | have | no idea.

So you were aware of smear campaigns?

Well smear campaigns suggests that there was a conspiracy or some kind of coordlnatzen |
saw lots of attacks in the media and | saw attacks, not just about me but about why' we were
doing things. | didn't draw any dots in relation to that, | just thought they were bloggerq or’
journalists or individuals with an axe to grind. - 2

If what's suggested proves to be true, that somebody’s paylng sofnebody to. pay
somebody to blog against you, and you'd known that at the time, what would you

have done? y

| don’t think | would have done anything dlfferenliy Eo what I dld at the_tlme I never chose to
investigate or not investigate, charge OF not charge* based on what was’ goung on in the
media. \ \ |\

- PO W W Y .
T

And so the inference | suppose among some-is’ that you Ieave early, the bloke who
comes in after you starts and runs the SFG thare are no charges against Hotchin and
people add two'and two and come up wlth whatever number they come up with; there
is nothlng En that? oy

Look: anyehe who knows me or Slmon McArley knows we are slightly contrary people. We
cLo what we beheve we: need fo'do. Um... | never spoke to Simon after the decision not to
charge and...,but you know...as | say knowing Simon, Simon wouid have come to that
conclusign' bgcguge he personally feit it was the right one. What conclusion | may or may not
have"-cén‘ié-tb"is academic; | wasn't in the organisation at that point.

:\Much has been made of the fact that you left early. Why did you leave early?

““Well Mike you've been to Queenstown. That's the reason,
That's the it, literally?

Yeah, absolutely. Look | left because |'d wanted to move my family to Queenstown for about
ten years. Anyone who knows me knows that. | loved working at the SFO, | had ! great time.
1 left on my own terms.

So there was nothing untoward in your early departure at ali?

Absolutely not. In fact | think fan put out something last night about that. | always had a great
relationship with the State Services Commission. | had spoken with lan about other
opportunities in Wellington but the fact was there’s nothing wrong with Wellington | just

prefer living in Queenstown.
1



Newstalk ZB - Mike Hosking with Adam Feeley
1 September 2014

8 censt uctwel ‘gpr,ofesswna__y«;Whats goingaen in th edia ROW 2 OOKAO: beahenesi‘sl*don'um_ i f
g WA .L"lﬁ‘&dra"' To’ni iauntltithere'|s~whatever~|nvestfgahons*ihere*mlghtfbé‘and*thegt H‘Tﬂ”
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And there was nothing more to it than that? So you did somethmg ;thét éguld be Uk
argued was foolish, she was angry about it and that was thatl?, i % N '1 NN A

Well from my point of view that was that. As | say, | don't,kngw ﬁ%hythmg else sa\‘b\\fuhd it

but as | say | don’t want to be drawn on that because: l‘ight qoﬁv there ar;-zn p a lot ci§ and
when there are facts we might know somethmg\else \ \\ V_, A\ \\ -
AN \\
But as it sits at the moment, you would hqve}lo/reasol;fto beheve $hat the Minister
was after you in any way, shap\e or fqm" = i -.\ \\

| don't want to speculate, on ﬂ'\af tjlhye élways—vsgorked k{\h any Minister, of any Government
on exactly the samehasls Qﬁé of Irust and ﬁroﬁes\smnéhsm and until someone proves
otherwise, thatsﬂthé \bayd Wotld worl\»{mh Cany-Minister:

\ N Vi

You soupté sorE efi‘:agey 1nfha éehs,e? And if you don’t want to comment thats fine
/but’\.. do you’ lenow wbat Pm sa ng? The cagier you sound the more people who
lf;ltq\n wilbgo hang on maybe there is something there? Would it not surprise you if

\Collms was aﬂer yoﬁ?

Look/l)n'ulg‘( dan v.~>ani to speculate on things which have not been proven or otherwise and
,that 5 pdt\bemg cagey, that's just being... | think it's really unwise to speculate on what

=) m:gh’t br might not have been until those facts are known. | think everyone's saying we

J\.‘-.feicome an inquiry. If there's to be an inquiry, | would cooperate with it and | would be
' pleased to find out what the facts were. Frankly, given the situation, | hope the basis on
which | have always operated was the right one but until that's proven or disproven | just
think its dumb to speculate.



Mike Hosking with Cameron Slater
1 September 2014

It was a week, in which Judith Collins was finally undone by her association with
Cameron Slater, although on Friday she seemed very confident:

QUOTE: If it became even more perhaps apparent that the party is taking a hit ?
because of your situation with etc, would you consider walking? @

No because for a start the party’s not taking a hit on this.

The accusation is that Slater was being paid to undermine the SFO head Adam
Feeley, the inference is the possibility that Collins was perhaps feeding Slater some
sort of information and therefore undermining him. Cameron Slaters with us, good
morning. o

Good morning Mike

) <- AR S T S Y IEAEL S
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Were you getting paid to undermine Feeley? . < .

| don't discuss any work that [ do on my wsbﬁ?te..‘ ) ) D

So that's still possible that you were then" -

It's possible, but I'll nesthar’cenf%m’a nor deny \
And is Carrick Graham mvolved in th:s aiong wlth Mark Hotchin?
Ah, Il naaiher conﬁrm nor deny wha t werk with.

-.is Oolims gu:lty of anythmg at all?

No she s not, She \completely innocent. She's the victim of a long term smear campaign,

which hmagme,when the details do come out will reveal just who actually is playing dirty
( ,polmcs i New Zealand.

'-~.,_An__a;_i.who is it? Do you know?

" Well you have to ask who benefits from all of this. Who benefits from the Justice Minister
losing her job? Who benefits from an apparent one sided campaign that's only released a
selection of emails that make National lock bad? And which political party is running a vote
positive campaign. If you believe that all of those things are a mere coincidence then I've got
a bridge that | can sell you Mike.

Is anything going to happen out of your complaints about these emails of yours heen
stolen, do you think?

Well Police appear to be working very studiously on trying to track down the hacker and I've
received an acknowledgement from the Privacy Commissioner that they're looking into Nick
Hager and I'm yet to receive an acknowledgment on the breach the Prime Minister made on
Saturday morning releasing another private email of my own.

e( 1



Mike Hosking with Cameron Slater
1 September 2014

What about the Inspector General? You’ve been called in, or subpoenaed in; do you
think anything will come out of this at ali? Is there anything to uncover?

No | don't think there is. | know exactly what happened over the Official Information Act
request. | don't believe there's anything untoward there. Certainly not buying the... ah... the
sanctimonious indignation of Phil Goff. | mean we've got to remember here that this was all
initiated because Phil Goff lied about being briefed.

He said he wasn’t briefed when in fact he was?

That's right so on the 11 September I'll tell the truth and it won't be any different from what

I've said all along on that case and everyone's going to find out that the consplracy tﬁeorles

that David Cuniiffe and Phil Goff and half the left wing are running are nolhlng more than
conspiracy theories. The thing that's most outrageous about all of this, Mike 1s tha; thefe i is a [
political criminal conspiracy here to bring down a Government. And- the media whose job it |s '_ '_ <
to hold the powerful to account are chasing after a private cztizen*wmj prwa’re emaﬂs that
were stolen, They're as complicit in this as Nicky Hager and\the Hacker ‘

Appreciate your time, Cameron Slater.

()
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Media Freedom Committee

Representing mainstream media in New Zealand

26 November 2010
RECEiIvz D {
Judith Collins 20 0 |
Minister responsible for Uitice: of f ‘;5/ 3
!

Serious Fraud Office
Parliament Buildings
Private Bag 18041
Wellington 6160

Hon, Judith c.gl,mt-

Dear Minister = \

| write on behalf of the Media Freedom Commlttee in support of the
National Business Review newspapet: and\its requesttothe \—
government to consider changes tb the Senous Fraud Ofﬁce Act.

At its regular meetrng\this w&ek the cgmmittee con51dered issues
surrounding the-SFO's’ demand last’ month that the NBR provide it
with documents under a production order =~ the first time, to our
knowiedge that such a prowsxon has been used against a media
organlsation -

\ \’ \..

€ Wehave seen the !atterto you from Nevil Gibson, editor-in-chief of
¢ the National Business Review on October 22, and have had the
" benefit of yeur reply, dated November 2 and a briefing from Nevil
Glbson bh fyour subsequent meeting on November 17.

O\ "'-?‘?"‘Medla Freedom Committee members are unanimous in deploring the
\\ SFO's misuse of its powers to demand information from the NBR

newsroom. These powers could not have been intended by
Parliament to be used against legitimate news gathering, and
certainly not in a8 manner in which confidentiality of sources could be
threatened.

Far from being a reassurance, the fact that this is the first time such
an order has been used against the media is of profound concern. A
new director and new approach to SFO investigations ought not to
cut corners and imperil legitimate media freedoms. There is a real
danger that those who act as confidential sources for stories of great
public importance -- very often highly sensitive matters involving the
powerful and those in authority -- will no longer fee! secure to bring
matters to public attention via the media if these unchecked powers
remain.

c/o New Zeatand Herald, PO Box 32 Auckland 1140 Phone 09 373 6055
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The Media Freedom Committee urges you as the Minister in charge
of the SFO to change its Act, specifically to exclude news media from
examination and production orders. In the meantime, we support the
NBR's call for the SFO to be instructed not to invoke its powers
against news organisations until the Act can be amended.

Yours sincerely

Tim Murphy
Chairman
Media Freedom Committee




