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The Truth Is Out… 

Don’t Throw Your Pearls To Swine! 
By Kieran Trass 

 

This year 2010 is the year of the Tiger (  ) in the Chinese zodiac related to the 
Chinese calendar. Sadly though, based on what’s been happening in the property 
investment ‘education’ industry anyone would think that it was the year of the Pig … 

It is disappointing to evidence the traditional pattern that we always see when the 
Slump phase of the property cycle really takes hold. The pattern I’m referring to is the 
pattern of those who target YOU as a property investor to transfer value from your 
hard earned wealth to them without genuinely adding value to your situation.  

It’s fact that the schemes being promoted most often end up consuming your 
resources (time and money) with little or nothing in return. 

This ‘value transfer’ is inequitable because it is a certainty that most people will 
not receive the equivalent value of what you pay for these services. 

It was with a heavy heart this year found myself at events where such products were 
being promoted by other speakers. In one case was blatantly misled into presenting 
at the seminar under false pretences (and sadly also invited my database to attend 
these seminars!). 

False pretences, because what was not made clear to me, before accepting the 
invitation, was a dubious scheme intended to be promoted without my prior 
knowledge. 

In one case my suspicion was aroused when I was invited to be a guest speaker so I 
asked a simple question about whether a certain product which I consider the 
equivalent of ‘snake oil’ was going to be promoted at the event. This is when I was 
told “NO, Kieran definitely not…”. In fact if they had been honest they knew that I 
would have shunned the event and not invited my database to attend, so they lied. 

The regret for inviting my database to attend these events is strong because for the 
last decade my company has built a large database of people interested in genuine 
property investment and have tried very hard to protect the database members from 
those promoting questionable products which result in distracting property investors 
away from their core business of property investing. 

Many unsuccessful attempts have been made in the past to ‘get in front of my 
companies database’ to promote everything from negatively geared property 
investments to buying franchises in worthless businesses. 

It seems in the current more difficult times for the property industry the methods 
being used by some to access ‘good customers’ are more deceptive than ever. 

So let the truth be known. The property investment ‘education’ industry has suffered 
a huge reduction in cash flow since the boom ended in 2007.  

Many of the current ‘educators’ have not even experienced an entire property cycle 
and they do not understand the cyclical nature of the property investment industry. 

Now is the time the true nature of ‘educators’ becomes clearly revealed. 

Those who stick to their core business and those who don’t. 
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You can see the large ‘distraction lane’ in the image of my board game below.  

In my 20+ years of investing in property it has become apparent that we as property 
investors are often TARGETED by various schemes and scams to make money from 
us without reciprocally adding true value back to us. These are what I’m referring to 
as DISTRACTIONS because they are designed to divert your resources away from 
traditional property investing and into other ‘products’ that apparently will be better 
than your property investment efforts… yeah right! 

 

 
See below to save 50% on the Game and receive your free Property Cycle Commentary 

 

Here are just some of the more common schemes/scams targeting property 
investors over the years; 

• TIMESHARES 

• FIJI SECTIONS  

• ISLAND RESORT ‘SERVICED’ APARTMENTS 

• ‘BLUE CHIP’ STYLE COMPANIES 

• GOLD COAST APARTMENTS 

• LUXURY ACCOMMODATION (usually some resort style development) 

• OFFSHORE PROPERTY IN SOME ‘EXOTIC’ LOCATION 

• BARE LAND IN REMOTE REGIONAL LOCATIONS where demand for such 
land is muted and land supply is abundant 

• STORAGE UNITS 

• STRATEGY ‘MANUALS’ with all the strategies you will ever need on how to 
make money from property (of course these manuals never give you the 
whole picture or become outdated so you need to spend even more money 
with the so called ‘educator’ selling them to implement the strategies) 

• TAX LIENS schemes  

• INTERNET MARKETING schemes 

• OUTRIGHT SCAMS SUCH AS ‘INVESTORS INTERNATIONAL’ 
‘investment’ scam of the late 1990’s 
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HERE’S HOW… the promoters of these products attempt to add credibility to 
their efforts to deceive you into parting with your money; 

 

MISGUIDED TRUST - Trust me… I’m Religious / a Christian / Churchgoer / (fill in the 
blank) or have some other affiliation which means I’m ethical…  

FALSELY IMPLIED RELATIONSHIPS – Look who my ‘so-called’ mentors are… or “I 
already have the best of what they offer, you don’t need those experts in their own 
fields…” 

THE FEAR OF LOSS - You will miss out if you don’t follow this advice now… 

HUGELY SUCCESSFUL CASE STUDIES / TESTIMONIALS – See! Anyone can 
make this work… 

GET RICH HERE NOW - Get rich quick here now 

IGNORE THE TRIED AND TESTED WAY - The ‘old way’ of investing doesn’t work 
anymore… 

DON’T BE OLD FASHIONED AND GET WITH THE TIMES - This is the ‘modern 
way’ to get rich easily… 

WE ARE ALIGNED TO A CREDIBLE ORGANISATION – We are affiliated with a 
‘School’, ‘Institute’, ‘Non-Profit’ organization … 

There’s recently been a possibly bogus ‘Institute’ for Investment Property Educators 
established called – New Zealand Institute of Investment Property Educators Limited 
– to give the appearance of some legitimate Institution however the company is 
owned by a PI educator themselves who appear to be using the term Institute to 
imply the company is an independent institute, when it appears not to be so.  

 

These methods of deception are not new and have been used for generations 
to deceive genuine people in to parting with their hard earned cash. 

 

The people promoting such schemes and using these methods of garnering trust, in 
my opinion, are simply LOCUSTS… They will strip your resources of money and time 
as quickly as they can and then disappear (or refuse to talk to you anymore when 
your promised riches fail to materialize or the deal goes sour…) 

 

Please understand that these distractions all lead to the same destination, 
emptying your wallet and not returning true value back to you. 

 

We have clearly reached ‘the tipping point’ in this Slump where desperation takes 
hold of the locusts and they embark on more and more destructive behaviour to 
attempt to satisfy their hunger for money at any cost to YOU. 

It is in these times that you can easily spot the locusts because their hyperbole 
becomes more and more extreme and their outlandish claims become even 
more outlandish! It is in their desperation to make money from you in tough times 
that they always reveal their true nature. 
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Here’s how can you protect yourself from getting ‘ripped off’ or your resources from 
being devoured by these locusts; 

 

• Question Every Claim They Make And Ask The Opinions Of Other 
Property Investors Not Aligned With The Promoters About The 
Promoters History… 

• Trust Your Instincts – Don’t Fall Prey To Greed 

• Hesitate! Delay Any Purchase So You Have A Cooling Off Period 
To Consider The Offer Without Any Emotion 

 

My businesses Hybrid Group and SuburbWatch are sticking to our core 
business and developing additional research and analysis methods to 
continue to provide top quality research and analysis as the market 
progresses through the property cycle.  

We are watching ‘windows of opportunity’ regularly open and close and 
interestingly we are seeing opportunities arise which we don’t normally see at 
this point in the cycle. 

 

Remember… NO OTHER ‘property educators’ are researching or 
analyzing the market ON AN ONGOING BASIS using the data or the 

TRIED and TESTED trend analysis methodologies we are using.  

That is why they are unable to consistently identify the windows of 
opportunity we see. 

 

To celebrate the opportunity to remind you to “Be careful out there” and 
protect yourself from being distracted we are offering you the following special 
offer on our Real Estate Board Game;  

This offer is limited to the first 50 orders only. 

1. HYBRID REAL ESTATE BOARD GAME : 50% discount (Save $148) 

2. FREE Copy of the July Property Cycle Commentary (Save $147) 

(N.B If you already are subscribed to our Cycle Commentary we will 
extend your subscription by 1 month) 

 
 

YES! I WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT  

THE AGONY OF DISTRACTION LANE IN THE GAME INSTEAD OF IN REAL LIFE! 

CLICK HERE TO ORDER YOUR GAME + FREE COMMENTARY 


